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Smokefree School Gates Policy 

[School Name Here] is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment. 
We recognise that pupils, staff and visitors have the right to breathe smokefree air in and around
the school. We acknowledge that exposure to second-hand smoke, also known as passive smok-
ing, increases the risk of lung cancer, heart disease and other illnesses. We know that smoking is 
a habit of childhood and that is why we are committed to creating a smokefree environment  by 
committing to smokefree schoolgates.

Aims 

• Protect the right of pupils, staff, parents and visitors to not be exposed to second-hand  
 smoke 
• Improve the health of pupils, teachers and support staff 
• Educate young people and parents on the dangers of smoking and smoking around 
 children. 
• Provide encouragement, support and signposting to smokers who wish to give up smoking 
• Reduce litter around the school gates 
• Be a healthy role model within the local community
• Contribute towards denormalisation of smoking amongst children and young people 

Objectives

• We will promote a smokefree environment at the school gates
• We will implement smokefree signage at our school gates
• We will ensure that tobacco education is part of the school’s curriculum of PSHE
• We will adopt and support interventions to prevent the uptake of smoking amongst pupils,
• staff, parents/guardians and members of the wider school community
• We will involve all staff, governors, pupils, parents/carers the community and other outside
 agencies as appropriate, in the development of policy and practice in relation to tobacco.

Rationale 

All members of the school community have the right to work and learn in a smokefree environment. 

• Exposure to second-hand smoke increases the risk of lung cancer, heart disease and other  
 illnesses. 
• A classroom full of children – 30 young people – take up smoking every day in Wales. 
• Children with a parent who smokes are also 70% more likely to start smoking. 
• 40% start smoking regularly before the age of 16. 
• Those who start smoking before the age of 16 are twice as likely to continue to smoke com 
 pared to those who begin later in life, they are more likely to be heavier smokers. 
• The earlier children become regular smokers, the greater their risk of developing life-threat 
 ening conditions, such as lung cancer or heart disease if they continue smoking into adult 
 hood. 

Providing Smokefree School Gates

This policy applies to students, staff, parents/carers, members of the public, contractors or others 
working / using the school premises or vehicles and all vehicles used to transport students.



As of 2020, smoking is not permitted by law in any part of the school’s premises and grounds in 
Wales. Our policy extends this to the entrance area to the school (the school gates), on land ad-
jacent to the school building (e.g. car parks, garden areas, walkways, playgrounds, playing fields 
etc.) or on the school road crossing patrol areas. Suitable posters, displays and signage will be 
displayed near the gates

Staff and visitors who smoke will need to do so outside of the school premises and clear of the 
schoolgates. The policy applies to all events / activities held in the school including before and 
after school sessions, any meetings organised which are attended by school employees as part 
of their work and/or visitors to such meetings/events.

Smoking prevention activities 

Tobacco education is part of the school’s progressive entitlement curriculum of drug education / 
PSHE (including the health effects, legal, economic and social aspects of tobacco use) which may 
be delivered across the curriculum. 

Responding to smoking related incidents 

The following procedures will apply when there is non-compliance with the smokefree school 
gates policy: 

Staff 

The Schools Disciplinary Procedure will be followed for members of staff who do not comply with 
the school’s smokefree policy. The staff member will be offered support to help them quit smok-
ing. 

Non-staff members/school visitors 

Staff are authorised to ask non-employees who breach the policy to adhere to the policy. 

Assistance for those who smoke

Help Me Quit can help staff, parents/guardians and any other adults who would like to quit smok-
ing. Free group and one-to-one support may be available for staff and parents/carers through 
HelpMeQuit 
Please note: this service should not be seen as a disciplinary action. Stop Smoking Wales can be 
contacted via 0808 2502157 or visit www.helpmequit@wales 

Other Related Polices /Guidance 

Within the school this policy is linked to/consistent with: 
• Drug Education Policy 
• PSHE Policy /Healthy and Wellbeing Strategy 
• Health and Safety Policy 
• Behaviour Policy 
• Educational Visits Policy 
• Confidentiality Policy 
• Equality /Diversity Policy 
• Staff Continuing Professional Development Policy 
• Disciplinary Policy 


